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The Japanese Language NAT-TEST

The Japanese Language NAT-
TEST is an examination designed
to measure the Japanese
language ability of non-native
Japanese speakers. By measuring
vocabulary, grammar, reading
and listening skills, the NAT-TEST
gives a general evaluation of the
test taker’s Japanese proficiency.
The first exam was held in 1989
and changed to its current name
in 2007. Now, the Certificate is
used as the proof of Japanese
language skills for visa application*
and university application for
admission. The total number
of applicants has exceeded
1,000,000 (Since the 2007 1st test
until the December 2023 test).
*Student visas, Technical Intern
Training visas (care worker)

Name The Japanese Language NAT-TEST

Purpose To test and determine the Japanese ability of non-native Japanese speakers
Sponsor Senmon Kyouiku Publishing Co., Ltd. (located in Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, Japan)
Frequency Held 6 times or more every year (1Q is held 3 times per year)

Dates February, April, June, August, October, December

(May slightly differ in certain years)

Host Countries

16 countries (Please refer to the cover page)

Levels Five levels, ranging from 1Q (most difficult) to 5Q (easiest)
Style Based on the Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT)
Content Based on the Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) (Please refer to p. 7)
Format Multiple-Choice test (PBT, CBT)

Exam results will be posted on our website within 3 weeks after the test.
Results All examinees will receive a score report and those who pass will receive a

Certificate of Proficiency.

Features of NAT-TEST

Held 6 times or more every year

The NAT-TEST is held every two months so that it can meet the needs and
schedules of each and every student. By taking the exam multiple times, you can
determine your weak areas and points to focus on in further Japanese studies.

Uses the same format as JLPT

Because the NAT-TEST is based on the Japanese Language Proficiency Test
(JLPT), the format and types of questions are virtually the same. The NAT-TEST
can also be used as a mock examination for those taking the JLPT.

Results announced within 3 weeks

Score Report

The score report
lists whether the
examinee has
passed/failed the
exam, and also
gives a detailed
breakdown of the
performance on
each section of the
exam.

Within 3 weeks of exam day, we will announce the results of the exam on our

website. Because you will know the results soon after the exam, you can use it as a
way to gauge your progress and set new goals for your Japanese studies.

A bridge to Japan

The Institution Score Report that can be used for visa or university admission

application will be issued.

Certificate

We will send each
passing examinee
a Certificate with
their photograph
attached to it.

AR o, i/
®  cammom SNATTEST

SENMON HANAKO

*Note: This document will only be issued to Japanese language schools,
universities, vocational schools and companies located in Japan.

Exam Difficulty and Criteria

Level | Difficulty and exam criteria Expected examinees
10 | Eaento PTG e e e L o e ™
20 | EalenoapThz [ Grehas studed Jamanese o approdae O e
3 | EaalenoapTng [ Grehas studed Japanese for approdimalel SO0 hour, O e erer e
40 Equivalent to JLPT N4 One has studied Japanese for approximately 400 hours. One is seeking to pass N4 of
Equivalent to CEFR A2 the JLPT.
5Q Equivalent to JLPT N5 t(r)1r(;e\]E;:i\;'::l_.studied Japanese for approximately 200 hours. One is seeking to pass N5 of




Content of NAT-TEST

Total Time
points | allotted

Level Section Points Content

<Vocabulary> Kanji reading, contextually-defined expressions,

Language Knowledge paraphrases, usage <Grammar> Selecting grammar form, sentence
(Vocabulary, 120 110 min | composition, text grammar <Reading> Comprehension (short, mid-
Grammar), Reading size and long passages), integrated comprehension, thematic
1Q 180 comprehension (long passages), information retrieval

Task-based comprehension, comprehension of key points,
Listening 60 55 min | comprehension of general outline, quick response, integrated
comprehension

<Vocabulary> Kanji reading, orthography, word formation, contextually-
defined expressions, paraphrases, usage <Grammar> Selecting
.| grammar form, sentence composition, text grammar <Reading>
Grag:\/r?w(;?)buFlea:eZ’din 120 105 min Comprehension (short and mid-size passages), integrated
20 ’ 9 180 comprehension, thematic comprehension (long passages), information
retrieval

Language Knowledge

Task-based comprehension, comprehension of key points,
Listening 60 50 min | comprehension of general outline, quick response, integrated
comprehension

Kaniji reading, orthography, contextually-defined expressions,

Language Knowledge 60
paraphrases, usage

(Vocabulary) 30 min

<Grammar> Selecting grammar form, sentence composition, text
60 180 70 min | grammar <Reading> Comprehension (short, mid-size and long
passages), information retrieval

Language Knowledge
(Grammar), Reading

Task-based comprehension, comprehension of key points,

Listening 60 40 min comprehension of general outline, verbal expressions, quick response

Language Knowledge
(Vocabulary)

Kaniji reading, orthography, contextually-defined expressions,

60 25 min paraphrases, usage

<Grammar> Selecting grammar form, sentence composition, text
60 180 55 min | grammar <Reading> Comprehension (short and mid-size passages),
information retrieval

4Q Language Knowledge
(Grammar), Reading

Task-based comprehension, comprehension of key points, verbal

Listening 60 35 min expressions, quick responses
Language Knowledge 60 20 min Kanji reading, orthography, contextually-defined expressions,
(Vocabulary) paraphrases
<Grammar> Selecting grammar form, sentence composition, text
5Q Language Knowledge 60 180 40 min | grammar <Reading> Comprehension (short and mid-size passages),

(Grammar), Reading information retrieval

Task-based comprehension, comprehension of key points, verbal

Listening 60 30 min expressions, quick responses

*The time allotted for the listening section may slightly differ in each exam.

Passing Criteria

There are two criterias for passing the exam. The first criteria is that the examinee must score more than the Overall Pass
Marks for the exam. The second criteria is that the examinee must score more than the Sectional Pass Marks on each
Scoring Section of the exam. If the requirements are met, examinees will be deemed to have passed the test. (Note: The
Sectional Pass Marks differs in each Scoring Section.) This rule is intended to ensure an unbiased evaluation of each
examinee’s Japanese language ability. NAT-TEST has been using the Sectional Pass Marks since 2007.

How to Apply

The method of applying for the exam depends on your test site. Please contact your specific test site for more
information. The contact information for each test site is listed on our website: www.nat-test.com

How to Apply

Application Deadline | Four weeks before the date of the exam.

The test fee depends on the test site. Please contact your specific test site for more information or refer to our

Test Fee website.

~



To Become the Most Reliable Japanese Language Test

No dishonest behaviors allowed

Dishonest behaviors such as cheating and proxy test-taking
are strictly prohibited. The following measures (examples)

are taken to cope with dishonest behaviors.

Exam carried out with strict integrity

Conducting the test with strict integrity is of top priority in
the NAT-TEST. An administration manual is prepared to
carry out a fair and smooth test. All tests are held based on
the administration manual.

Before the exam

During the exam

After the exam

Preparation of test sites

« Spacing between desks and regulations
of the position of proctors

« Inspection from head office and
independent committee

Prevention of leakage of exam materials

« Regulations regarding sealing and
storage of exam materials

« Regulations of opening exam materials
in front of examinees on test day

Coping with dishonest behaviors

. Identity verification by official ID cards
and admission tickets with face photos

« Prevention of changing examinee’s
number and name on the answer sheet

« Reporting system from examinees
*Please refer to p.15 for details.

Strict and fair exam results
« System of disabling cheating

« Measures to identify cheaters

« No retaking exams by cheaters

« Prevention of forgery of certificates

« Email address for anonymous reporting
*Please refer to p.15 for details.

Proof of preventing leakage of exam materials in front of examinees

Monitoring with surveillance cameras

An exa_mple from the Andijanitest;site

Position of proctors without any blind spots
B

¥

¥Aniexample from the"‘.l;JléanbaaEar testisite

o T ol



Test Development based on over 30-year Data and Experience

Exam with high quality
Exam questions are developed by veteran Japanese
language instructors. Textbook writers and editors as a
standards-fixing committee strictly check if the questions
conform to the guidelines of questions.

Clear guidelines of questions
Guidelines including vocabulary and kanji are set for each
level so that suitable questions are written according to the
level. For the guidelines, please refer to p.11.

Process of test development

1. Test-writers design questions based on the guidelines.

2. Editors revise the questions and prepare a first draft.

3. The standards-fixing committee checks if the questions
conform to the guidelines of questions.

4. The proofreading committee pretests the materials.

5. The above steps are repeated until the final draft is
completed.

Aggregation of data for every test
All question data are aggregated after every test to analyze
the percentage of correct answers and tendency which will
be utilized in developing the next test.

Advantages of NAT-TEST

1. For preparing JLPT

Adopting the same format as the Japanese Language

Proficiency Test (JLPT), the NAT-TEST is the best mock

exam for the JLPT. Examinees can take the test 6 times or

more per year*, so one can try as many times as he/she can.
*Level 1Q is held 3 times per year.

2. For admission application or entrance exam

Using the NAT-TEST as a requirement for admission,
Japanese proficiency and motivation of examinees can be
known before admission and hence, suitable guidance can
be more easily provided to students.

3. For visa application

The Institution Score Report of the NAT-TEST can be
submitted to the Immigration Bureau of Japan for the
application of Student visas and Technical Intern Training
visas (care worker). Please refer to “How to apply for
Institution Score Report” for details.

4. For evaluating your Japanese proficiency
Other than Pass/Fail, the general score and a detailed
breakdown of every section are shown on the Score Report.
Taking the test on a regular basis will let examinees know
their strong and weak points.

How to apply for Institution Score Report

* Please confirm the official website for
applying. It is free of charge (Postage will
be charged).

* We do not accept application by phone or answer
any questions regarding examinees' results by phone

or fax.

* Institution Score Reports are only issued to
Japanese language schools, universities, vocational
schools, companies, and supervising organizations
of technical intern trainees located in Japan.

Application form for
Institution Score Report

Institution Score Report

History of the Japanese Language NAT-TEST

In 1989, Senmon Kyouiku Publishing developed the first Japanese Language Achievement Test in Tokyo.
Since then, the Japanese Language Achievement Test has been used as a regular test and a mock test for
the JLPT in local/overseas Japanese language schools and tertiary schools. In 2007, the Japanese Language
Achievement Test for China, known as the first Japanese Language NAT-TEST, was conducted (‘NAT’ of
NAT-TEST stands for Nihongo Achievement Test). After that, the test has been conducted in other countries
and it has become the current Japanese Language NAT-TEST. The Institution Score Report of the Japanese
Language NAT-TEST can be submitted to the Immigration Bureau of Japan as a proof of Japanese language
proficiency for the application of Student visas and Technical Intern Training visas (care worker). Moreover, the
Japanese Language NAT-TEST can be used as a proof in the ministries of reaching CEFR A2 level in Japanese.
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RETEIAEE

Cumulative Total Number of Examinees

*ZDTSTTIR. BIFED 12 B1HNSEHED 11 B30 HETZ1EELTVETD,
*In this graph, one year starts from December 1 of the previous year.
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*In this graph, one year starts from

December 1 of the previous year.
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Number of Examinees by Country from the First Year to 2023
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PEEN 5 2023 FEF TORAEBOERIEH

Number of Examinees by Country from the First Year to 2023
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*n this graph, one year starts from December 1 of the previous year.

(E.g. The number of examinees of 2023 is the total of examinees from December 1, 2022 to November 30, 2023.)

BZA:E NAT-TEST &L
The Japanese Language NAT-TEST Code of Honor

HAEE NAT-TEST (&, BIIEAERRBEEDH, TT
OERFRELFRE, BEENTFINEL—ILELT THEARE
NAT-TESTDE Ly, ZFITTWEY, BHROTHHELALL
BRELWLET,

To conduct a strict and fair test, the Japanese Language NAT-
TEST has set “The Japanese Language NAT-TEST Code of
Honor” for all examinees, users, and administrators to follow. We
thank you for your cooperation.

B#5E NAT-TEST OEW
B#EE NAT-TEST FFEZULF A
B4EE NAT-TEST BARIEZFFLE B A,

The Japanese Language NAT-TEST
Code of Honor
I will not cheat in the Japanese Language NAT-TEST or
engage in any dishonest act.

| will not tolerate any cheating or dishonest act.
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FERERAEH

Number of Examinees by Year

*ZDISTTI. BIED 12 B1BNSEHED 11 B30 HETZ1ELELTVETD,
(11 2023 FOBRAEHIF. 2022 F 12 B 1HNS 2023 F 11 B 30 HETOBRAEHDEETTI.)

*n this graph, one year starts from December 1 of the previous year.
(E.g. The number of examinees of 2023 is the total of examinees from December 1, 2022 to November 30, 2023.)
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*In this graph, one year starts from December 1 of the previous year.
(E.g. The number of examinees of 2023 is the total of examinees from December 1, 2022 to November 30, 2023.)
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